The following case occurred in the practice of 
enough to go out to dinner. On the following day I saw her for the first time. The tonsils were swollen, and there were some small, shreddy, whitish patches upon them. I did not then anticipate diphtheria, and cauterized lightly both tonsils. 9 th.?The patches were thicker, more coherent, and of greater extent; there was also an ugly-looking prolongation of one of the patches down the pharynx. The It appears probable that the miscarriage was directly due to the highly carbonized state of the blood which was present at the time of the operation, assisted, possibly, by the shock of the operation itself.1 Carbonic acid poisoning is well known to be very generally attended by miscarriage when it happens in a pregnant woman; and we may therefore,perhaps,expect that when laryngeal diphtheria has advanced so far as to thoroughly surcharge the blood with carbonic acid, this fact may be sufficient to induce the premature expulsion of the ovum. This view is further supported by the parallel case of pregnancy, complicated by severe heart-disease. Such patients frequently miscarry, after the supervention of secondary pulmonary oedema or other lung affection interfering with the proper aeration of the blood, and the foetus is not unfrequently born alive. Decided improvement in her general condition naturally followed the labour.
The lungs had more room to expand and the heart to act, and the breathing in consequence was much relieved.
There was no evidence that the disease had affected the organs of generation. A case is related by Trousseau where, after a difficult forceps delivery, diphtheritic patches were first observed about the vagina and vulva, and only after several days made their appearance in the throat, and then proved rapidly fatal. In that case the infant also succumbed to the disease.
The sequel was a sad one. The child, though feeble, did well for the first three days on the bottle. At this time the monthly nurse was taken ill with a severe attack of diphtheritic bronchitis, and her friends insisted on removing her to Glasgow, where she ultimately died of the disease. After this the child began to pine, refused the bottle and the breast of a wet-nurse, and died, at the end of a week, of inanition. It presented no symptom of being injured by the diphtheritic poison.
